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ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 

DISCOVERY  OF  THE  HEART 

OF 

LORD  EDWARD  BRUCE, 

AT  CULROSS  IN  PERTHSHIRE. 


Grafton  Street,  February  15,  1822. 

MY  LORD, 

I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  Account  which 
I  received  at  Valleyfield  from  Sir  Robert  Preston.  I  accompanied  him 
to  the  Abbey-church  of  Culross,  and  saw  the  plate  containing  the  in¬ 
scription  relating  to  the  Heart  of  Lord  Edward  Bruce  there  interred. 
The  plate  contains  likewise  a  delineation  of  the  Silver  Case  containing 
it ;  being  in  the  shape  of  a  heart,  with  all  its  ramification  of  veins,  which 
I  was  unable  to  copy. 

If  you  think  the  whole  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  Society,  of  Antiqua¬ 
ries,  it  is  quite  at  your  Lordship’s  service  for  a  communication  to  them. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s 


faithful  and  obedient  servant. 


To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


STOWELL. 


SIR  Robert  Preston,  of  Valleyfield,  Bart,  in  consequence  of  an  ancient 
tradition,  that  the  Heart  of  Edward  Lord  Bruce,  who  fell  in  the  me¬ 
morable  duel  with  Sir  Edward  Sackville  (anno  1613),  had  been  sent 
from  Holland,  and  was  interred  in  the  vault  or  burying-ground  adjoin- 
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ing  the  old  Abbey-church  of  Culross  in  Perthshire,  directed  a  careful 
search  to  be  made  in  that  place  in  1808,  when  two  flat  stones,  measur¬ 
ing  about  four  feet  in  length  and  two  in  breadth,  were  discovered 
about  two  feet  below  the  level  of  the  pavement ;  and  partly  under  an 
old  projection  in  the  wall  of  the  old  building.  These  stones,  upon 
which  there  appeared  no  inscription,  were  strongly  clasped  together 
with  iron,  and,  when  separated,  a  silver  Case  or  Box,  shaped  like  a 
heart,  was  found  in  a  hollow  or  excavated  place  between  them.  The 
box  was  evidently  of  foreign  workmanship,  and  upon  the  lid  of  it  was 
engraved  what  was  meant  to  be  a  representation  of  the  arms  of  the 
Bruce  family,  together  with  the  words  “  Lord  Edward  Bruce.”  It 
had  hinges  and  clasps  ;  and  when  opened,  was  found  to  contain  a  heart 
carefully  embalmed  in  a  liquid  of  a  brownish  colour.  The  Box  was 
opened  only  twice,  and,  accurate  drawings  being  taken  of  it,  (See  Plates 
xxi.  xxii.)  was  again  replaced,  with  great  care,  in  the  same  state  and  in 
the  same  spot  where  it  was  discovered.  There  was  a  small  leaden  Box 
between  the  stones  in  another  excavation,  the  contents  of  which,  what¬ 
ever  they  might  have  been  originally,  appeared  now  reduced  to  dust. 

Some  time  afterwards,  Sir  Robert  Preston  had  the  following  Inscrip¬ 
tion  engraved  upon  a  brass-plate,  with  a  delineation  of  the  silver  case 
according  to  the  exact  dimensions,  and  placed  upon  the  projection  of 
the  wall  near  where  the  heart  was  discovered. 

Near  this  spot  is  deposited  the  heart  of  Edward  Lord  Bruce,  of 
Kinloss,  who  was  slain  in  a  bloody  duel  fought  in  the  year  1613  with 
Sir  Edward  Sackville,  afterwards  Earl  of  Dorset,  near  Bergen-op-Zoom, 
in  Holland,  to  which  country  the  combatants,  the  one  from  England, 
the  other  from  Paris,  repaired  for  the  determined  purpose  of  deciding 
their  quarrel  by  the  sword.  The  body  of  Lord  Bruce  was  interred  in 
the  Great  Church  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  where,  among  the  ruins  caused 
by  the  siege  in  1747,  are  still  to  be  seen  the  remains  of  a  Monument 
which  was  erected  to  his  memory.  A  tradition,  however,  existing, 
that  his  heart  had  been  sent  over  to  his  native  land,  and  was  buried 
near  this  place,  a  search  was  made  by  Sir  Robert  Preston,  of  Valleyfield, 
Bart,  in  the  year  1808,  wh?n  it  was  found  embalmed  in  a  silver  case  of 
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foreign  workmanship,  secured  between  two  flat  and  excavated  stones, 
clasped  with  iron,  and  was  carefully  replaced  and  securely  deposited  in 
the  spot  where  it  was  first  discovered.” 

For  the  Particulars  of  this  Challenge  and  fatal  Duel,  in  which  the 
Lord  Bruce  was  killed  upon  the  spot,  disdaining  to  accept  his  life  from 
his  antagonist,  who  was  also  dangerously  wounded,  see  Lord  Claren¬ 
don’s  History  of  the  Rebellion,  Book  I. ;  and  the  Letters  and  Narra¬ 
tives  published  in  Nos.  129  and  133  of  the  Guardian. 

Edward  Lord  Bruce,  was  eldest  son  of  Sir  Edward,  Baron  of  Kinloss, 
so  created  by  King  James  in  1603,  to  whom  the  King  gave  the  dis¬ 
solved  Abbey  of  Kinloss  in  Ayrshire,  and  who  had  been  instrumental 
in  his  succession  to  the  Crown  of  England,  to  which  country  accom¬ 
panying  the  King,  he  was  made  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  1604,  and  died 
in  1610,  and  was  buried  in  the  Rolls  Chapel.  His  son  Lord  Edward 
Bruce,  Knight  of  the  Bath  1610,  killed  in  1613,  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother,  created  Earl  of  Elgin  in  1633,  and  an  English  Baron  in  1641. 

The  Narrative  of  the  Challenge  and  Combat  (as  given  by  Lord  Edward 
Sackville)  is  rather  obscure  as  to  the  place  where  the  duel  was  actually 
fought.  From  this  account  it  should  seem  that  the  parties,  after  meet¬ 
ing  at  Tergoes  in  Zealand,  had  embarked  for  Antwerp,  whence  they 
were  to  proceed  to  a  village  midway  between  the  States  territory  and 
the  Archduke’s.  It  does  not,  however,  mention  that  they  arrived  at 
Antwerp,  but  proceeds  to  state  (without  mentioning  the  place  where 
they  disembarked),  that  they  proceeded  on  horseback  two  English  miles 
to  a  meadow,  where  they  dismounted  and  fought.  Clarendon  says, 
they  fought  under  the  walls  of  Antwerp  ;  but  a  particular  and  careful 
inquiry  having  been  recently  made  on  this  subject,  there  appears  to 
exist  no  doubt  that  the  combatants  had  disembarked  at  Bergen-op- 
Zoom,  and  fought  near  that  town,  and  not  Antwerp.  The  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  duel  are  well  known  at  Bergen  at  the  present  day  (1814), 
but  at  Antwerp  no  record  or  tradition  exists  about  it.  There  is  a  small 
piece  of  land,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Antwerp-gate  of  Bergen, 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  Bruce-land,  and  which  is  recorded  as  the 
spot  where  Bruce  fell.  According  to  vulgar  tradition  at  Bergen,  this 
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piece  of  ground  was  previously  purchased  by  the  parties  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  fighting  upon  it.  At  all  events  the  spot  is  unclaimed  at  the 
present  day.  It  is  marked  by  a  little  earthen  boundary,  which  separates 
it  from  the  surrounding  corn-fields,  and  until  the  French  Revolution 
was  considered  as  free  ground,  where  any  person  might  take  refuge, 
without  being  liable  to  arrest.  The  distance  of  Bruce-land  from  Be,rgen 
corresponds  to  that  to  which  Lord  Sackville  states  the  parties  to  have 
rode  on  horseback  previous  to  their  fighting,  and  that  spot  being  near 
the  road  that  leads  towards  the  frontier,  where  it  was  the  original  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  parties  to  have  fought,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  that  place 
was  the  scene  of  their  sanguinary  duel :  nor  is  there  any  doubt,  but 
that  Lord  Bruce  was  buried  at  Bergen  ;  for  among  the  monuments 
which  are  still  to  be  seen  within  the  walls  of  the  great  Protestant  church 
in  that  town,  is  one  which  is  positively  stated  to  have  been  erected 
to  the  memory  of  Lord  Bruce,  who  is  asserted  to  have  been  interred 
there.  That  Church  was  much  destroyed  during  the  memorable  siege 
of  Bergen  in  1747,  and  it  continues  in  a  state  of  great  ruin.  Many  mo¬ 
numents  are  totally  destroyed,  and  the  remains  of  several  others,  which 
are  still  to  be  seen,  have  been  evidently  removed  from  other  parts  of 
the  Church.  But  that  which  is  shewn  as  the  undoubted  monument  of 
Lord  Bruce  is  fixed  or  built  in  the  wall  of  the  church,  and  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  was  originally  inserted  in  it.  It  is  placed  about  seven  or  eight 
feet  above  the  ground,  and  an  iron  railing  is  stated  to  have  been 
formerly  placed  round  the  flags  at  the  bottom.  The  slab,  which  pro¬ 
bably  bore  the  inscription,  and  also  the  other  parts  of  the  monument, 
have  been  entirely  destroyed. 


Corn-fields. 
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.Plate  XXI 


VOJ  JK  p  5x6. 


Case  containing  the  Heart  of  Zorci  Piet  ward  Bruce,  at  Culros. 


by  the  society  or \tnfiqua/vc#  ot'/ondon .  January •  /  *?!$ . 


I^late  xxn 


VOZ.3T.  p.626. 


^Appearance  oft/ie  Heart  of  Zo rtf  Howard  Bruce-. 
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